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It is nice to see that at least one of us is getting in some “T” time during the occasional warm(er) spells. 

Martin got in some time with Herb’s T again enjoying our beautiful New England scenery. 

 

 

Was Martin eyeing his next 
restoration project??? 

 

 

How many of us have been here, or somewhere 
quite similar!    

 

Heard about town. 

Or 

Upcoming events. 

            The big news is , …………….. drum roll please!!! 

Have you heard???????  ………… 

Less than two weeks to our next in person meeting 

At John’s garage!     (Big round of applause!!!!!!!) 

So set the date. Wednesday March 9th. 

And this concludes the news around town. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



MotoMeters 
I got to thinking it might be fun to have a MotoMeter on my model T.  You know, those thermometer things that 

screw into the top of the radiator and are supposed to tell you the engine is hot when you see plums of steam coming 
out,….. or something like that. 

  After doing a bit of looking and a bit of reading I came to the conclusion that there were a number of ways one 
could come by one of these fancy radiator caps.  1) You could spend just about as much as a pretty decent T costs and 
just buy a gilded “flying wings” sort of an affair that may well disappear the first time you turn your back.  2) You could 
buy one of the reproductions from any one of he major “T” suppliers for, …. Oh, about $100.  3) You could buy a broken 
one pretty inexpensively from a source like Ebay,….. and then likely find out the required parts to fix it are simply no 
longer available, …… which leaves you with a nice door stop, though bit on the small side.  OR, …….. There was a forth 
option (number 4) which given some reading was looking like it had some promise. 

So I took a gamble on #4 and bought one off Ebay that looked intact, but had the red liquid visible all the way to 
the top of the glass, and therefore obviously no good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahhh, …. But what I had been reading, and finding out is that often times the red liquid will run up to the top of 
the glass tube simply from laying on its side for too long, and that there are ways to coax that liquid back down to the 
bottom of the tube where it belongs! 

I had read about guys strapping them to a spoke of their T and going for a drive around the block in order to 
force the liquid back down to where it belonged.  Then there were the guys who made elaborate wooden cradles to 
secure the MotoMeter in so that it could be spun in circles on the end of an electric motor.   And then there were one or 
two guys I found who related it to the process of “shaking down a thermometer”, like the ones “mom” used to take our 
temperatures when we were children.  Well!!!,….. I figured “what could I lose”, so I grabbed the MototMeter securely 
and after trying a number of false attempts of swinging it in circles until I could feel it in my fingertips, I simply gave it a 
half dozen or so hard shakes down, and low and behold that red liquid was right back where it belonged! 

Then with a toothbrush and some “Barkeepers Helper” I now have a Motometer that I think is quite presentable 
enough for my little mutt of a T, yet not so glamorous that it shouldn’t disappear at the drop of a hat. 

So, if you have ever thought about the idea of a MotoMeter for your T, but don’t want to take out a second 
mortgage on your house you might consider looking for one that has the liquid all the way to the top.  

 

 

 

 

 

          

A real gem 
isn’t it! 

     



Continuing to share some excerpts from this early “Cyclopedia”…..  I think it is an interesting perspective from 
the time when the Model T Ford was truly cutting edge technology and just starting to roll out of the factory as the 
latest in modern technology. 

 

 



 



 

To be continued. 


