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Presidents Note 
 

December is almost here and so is Our Annual Meeting & Christmas Party.  

This is our opportunity to get together and discuss any business issues, as well as elect officers for the upcoming year.  

Additionally we will seek volunteers to organize our annual Mystery Tour, write the Newsletter, and/or maintain our 

Website.  Please be thinking about how you might want to serve the organization in 2015.  Don’t forget to come with new 

ideas and or suggestions  for us to try next year. 

         So where do we go… 

Where: Scotland Fire Department, 47 Brook Road, Scotland   

When: December 7th (Sunday)  

Time: We eat at noon so arrive in time to visit and get caught up with those who you haven’t seen in a while. Also, it will 

give you a chance to peruse the Items of Interest table.  

         What do we bring… 

- A favorite dish!  Lunch is  potluck style and is always delicious.  Please bring a dish of your choice to share!  We are in 

need of casseroles, salads, rolls, soups, deserts, etc.  Any dish(s) you wish to bring will be greatly appreciated. There are 

kitchen facilities available so food may be warmed up as needed.  

- Paper plates & utensils. It simplifies clean-up 

- Grab-Bag Gift. Small-unwrapped gift if you wish to participate in the fun! 

- Dues ($15) Checks must be made payable to Ed Tollmann 

- Display Table Item  Bring anything you feel may be of interest for others to look at... pictures, tools, literature, accessories, 

parts, etc. The more stuff, the more interesting! 

 

That’s it. Any questions call either Marty (860-456-3220) or myself (860-429-3193). See you December 7th!! 

 

Pete 
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Heard from George King: 

 
Greetings Four Seasons ---- 
I have been in France for four months now.  I have driven my modern car and trailer 4,500 miles and the ambulance 

about 300. 

I thought I would send you a mechanical update as to my adventures. 

Basically, everything is running fine with some of the usual Model T ailments we have all come to expect with the old 

Fords. 

When loading the ambulance back in Worcester, Massachusetts, I had heard the unmistakable sounds of loose spokes.  

I contacted my friend in England where the car was being shipped to, and arranges to have him import some Smith’s 

sealing epoxy from California.  I worked of the wheels for a couple of day to allow the epoxy to set and with this and 

some thick epoxy I restored the wheels. 

The first problem I encountered on the road was on the 34 mile drive from Paris to Rambouillet.  On the first leg of the 

journey I overheated looking like a Stanly Steamer.  When we stopped for our first coffee stop, I found that the bolt 

holding the fan bracket to the front of the engine had come loose and the fan belt had slipped off.  The biggest 

problem I had was keeping all the French drivers from “helping” me fix it.   

The ambulance has bounced an awful lot of mile since June and I am beginning to get an oil leak from the driveshaft 

ball joint. 

I had adjusted the bands just once and my original key has come apart in two pieces.  It still works and I have a spare so 

I am OK. 

The first real break down came when I could not get the car started after stopping at a farm.   

It would fire on one cylinder and then nothing on the other three.  I looked at the timer and found that the spring that 

applies pressure to the flapper was collapsed.  I replaced it with a hardware store spring and we were off once again. 

I damaged a hub cap loading the ambulance on the trailer in Paris and the shipping will be about 3 times the cost of the 

cap. 

So that’s it for now.  My longest drive lies ahead of me and I am not looking forward to 12 hours on the road.  But such 

is the job of a WWI ambulance driver.  

 

                                                          

Ambulance 255 arrives at the cemetery in 
Moosch, France in Alsace near the German 
border.  All of the graves are French soldiers 

except for one American Field Service 
ambulance driver. 

Placing flags on the grave of ambulance 
driver Richard Hall of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.  He was the first of 127 

ambulance drivers to lose their lives 
during WWI. 
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Mainely T Tour 

Brunswick, ME 

September 3-7, 2014 

 

We started for Maine a day early so we could get acquainted with the area.  After checking into 

the hotel we headed out to find lunch.  

 

Wednesday was the day for registering and getting our goodie bag.  We took over the Bath 

Brunswick Best Western, and filled the parking lot with trailers and T’s. Over 50 Model T’s 

from as far away as Florida, Delaware and Pennsylvania participated.  Our opening meal was at 

the China Rose.   

 

Thursday we toured back roads to Hermit Island where we walked the beach while the lobsters 

and corn steamed for our lunch.  Blueberry cake was served for dessert.  We headed back to 

Brunswick by way of visiting Bath.   

 

Friday we headed to the Goldenrod Garage in Freeport.  The “garage” has two chicken houses 

and a climate-controlled building containing a large amount of classic cars for sale.  From here 

we headed to the “Desert of Maine”.  We had a ride over the dunes in a wagon pulled by a 

tractor.  We also had a chance to shop in Freeport and of course, LL Bean.   

 

Saturday’s weather was predicted high winds and thunder showers.  After deciding to take the 

T’s, we started for Lewiston/Ashburn.  At the LA Airport, we visited the Lockheed Super Star 

Project.  Lufthansa Airlines is restoring a “Connie”, the last of the big piston airliners.  From 

here we went to the Great Falls Railroad Club display with many trains set up.  We made it back 

to the hotel before any rain.  People Plus, a senior center in Brunswick, served us a turkey dinner 

with all the fixings for our final banquet.  We had heavy rain while enjoying our meal.   

 

Sunday morning was a short tour to Orrs Island and Balley’s Island, crossing the only block 

bridge still around.   

 

The weather was beautiful for the entire tour.  We really enjoyed it.   

 

Ron & Fran 
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FROM OUR FRIENDS UP NORTH 

 
The pastor of the church here in Abbot Village stopped by to visit with us.  His name is Pastor Rogan Taylor.  We 

got to talking about model T's and he told us about his grandfather in Africa having one.  He send the following 

email and picture: 

"Attached is the photo (not very good quality) of the Model T in South Africa. My maternal grandfather, Daniel 

Elliot, is seated in the rear closest to the camera. The "CC" registration plate is from Kimberly, South Africa. The 

year is 1928. 
  

I learned this week that Henry Ford built his first gasoline engine at home and tested it in the kitchen. He mounted 

it on the kitchen sink! I also learned that Thomas Edison was Henry Ford’s role model and later his close friend, 

and that he failed with his first two companies before he succeeded with Ford Motor Company. That's quite 

inspiring when we get to a place of failure.. success could be just round the corner :) " 

 

Jim and Diane 
                         

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Nov 1 & 2, Sat & Sun -  All-Automotive Swap Meet, Thompson Speedway, Thompson, CT.  Exit 99, off I-395 
& follow signs. Hundreds of Vendors, millions of parts. 7am - 'till ?? both days. 
  
Nov 12, Wed - FSMTA get together at John's. 5pm-ish. Finger foods & lite snacks welcome. Bring a story to 
share or something for show & tell. 
  
Nov 16, Sun - FSMTA Breakfast at the Elk's, Pleasant St. Willimantic, CT. 8am SHARP !!! 
  

                                                     >>>ADVANCE NOTICE<<<<<<< 

Dec 7, Sun - FSMTA Christmas Party, Scotland Firehouse, Brook Rd, Scotland, CT.  Stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
Dec 7, Sun - Powder Mill Barn Swap Meet, 32 So. Maple St. Hazardville, CT. Off Rt. 190 west, turn left at the 
light in the center of Hazardville. 7am - 11am. 
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                              In closing as always, here’s a look at back in the day… 
 
 
 

 


