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 Tin Lizzie Gazette 
 

Four Seasons Model T Association                                                  March 2013 Volume IX, Issue III 
 
 
President’s Note 
The 2013 FSMTA Roster has been completed and will be emailed shortly. There will be copies 
available at our next meeting as well. Additionally I am pleased to report that over 50% of 
FSMTA members are also members of our parent organization, MTFCA, thus automatically 
entitling our club to liability insurance. (Note this does not replace your individual insurance 
policies which we all must carry, but it does protect the club as an entity, should it ever be sued.  
We were covered last year and will be again this year.  
 
With March now upon us it’s time to dust off those wrenches and get serious about preparing 
Lizzie for another fun season. Since safety is of paramount importance, I have attached a safety 
checklist that National requires of all tour participants. (See end of newsletter) It’s a good guide 
to follow. Also, below as an FYI, is Ford’s recommended maintenance list based on miles driven.) 
 

 
Happy Motoring!  
Pete 
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This past month I had the pleasure of meeting Jason Rickenbacher. As you’ll remember, Jason is 
the 12 year-old Excel student at Timothy Edwards Middle School in South Windsor, CT.  who is 
competing in the Connecticut History Day (CHD). This year’s theme is “Turning Points in 
History:  People, Ideas, Events.” Jason decided to do his project on Henry Ford and the Model T. 
In addition to gathering lots of information, he also desired a “Model T Experience”. 
 
Jason, his parents and older brother came to the house a couple of weeks ago and everyone got 
the T Experience! The good news… no one froze solid. It was great to see a 6 grader recognize the 
contributions of Henry Ford and want to understand his impact on modern day. 
  
I know I speak for all of us in wishing Jason “success” on his project.  If he qualifies, he will move 
into the “state-wide competition and then, if successful there, it’s on to “National! Jason is 
building a website in order to present his research. It is still “work in progress” but take a look, 
he’s doing an excellent job. http://80352254.nhd.weebly.com/index.html 

 
 
 
 

 

http://80352254.nhd.weebly.com/index.html
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- Heard from Ray & Laura recently and I am very envious… They wrote… 
Laura and I have signed up for the "Canyonland IV" Tour in Kanab, Utah July 2013. You may 
have seen ads in the MTFCI Magazine or their website. 
We're going to take Miss Betty. Laura is scared to ride the roads out there, but we'll see if she 
comes around. Otherwise she can ride in one of the rescue vans and I can pickup a co-pilot from 
attendees that come without their T's. 
We got one of the last 2 openings today. 
Best regards, Ray 

*** 
 
- I recently received this brochure from Richard A Currier’s Horseless Carriage Co. (click here 
for a look)  
They build Model T bodies and are located in the fine state of Maine… 211 Clay Hill Road, Cape 
Neddick, ME, 03902. If you are traveling North, it sounds like a worthwhile stop.   … Pete 

*** 
            
- Also if you do take a trip North, the following are some other fun places in Maine to visit…   
Pete  
 Wells Auto Museum 
 
 Seal Cove Museum  
 
 Owls Head Transportation Museum 
 
 Bangor Transportation Museum   

*** 
 
- Ray sent an interesting website you’ll all enjoy… The Dingman Car and Sign collection. Take a 
look and reminisce.   

*** 
 
- And for those who have a 1912 vehicle (Ron & Fran, George & Kathy) here is a glimpse of the 
period.    www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CaieEwEuiw 

*** 
 
- Now here is an engine to marvel over, a Stephenson’s Steam Engine made entirely of glass. Yes 
it runs! 
http://youtu.be/HPoQdeDER-M 

*** 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     
              

   
 
 

http://www.everettcurrierfarm.com/contactus.html
http://www.everettcurrierfarm.com/contactus.html
http://www.wellsautomuseum.com/
http://www.acadianationalpark.com/bar_harbor_maine_attractions/seal_cove_auto_museum.php
http://www.ohtm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/colelandtransportationmuseum
http://biggeekdad.com/2012/12/dingman-car-and-sign-collection/
http://biggeekdad.com/2012/12/dingman-car-and-sign-collection/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CaieEwEuiw
http://youtu.be/HPoQdeDER-M
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- I was sent this picture of a 1910 with a narrative of what life was like at that time! 
 

 
 

 
The average life expectancy for men was 47 years. 

Fuel for this car was sold in drug stores only. 
Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub. 
Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 

There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower! 
The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour. 

The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian 

between $1,500 and $4,000 per year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year. 
More than 95 percent of all births took place at HOME. 

Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION! 
Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which were condemned in the press AND 

the government as 'substandard.' 
Sugar cost four cents a pound. 

Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. 
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Coffee was fifteen cents a pound. 

Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
There was no such thing as under arm deodorant or toothpaste. 

Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into their country for any reason. 
The five leading causes of death were: 

The five leading causes of death were: 
1. Pneumonia and influenza 

2, Tuberculosis 
3. Diarrhea 

4. Heart disease 
5. Stroke 

The American flag had 45 stars. 
The population of Las Vegas Nevada was only 30! 

Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented yet 
There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day. 

Two out of every 10 adults couldn't read or write and only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated 
from high school. 

Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or domestic help. 
There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.! 

I am now going to forward this to someone else without typing it myself. 
From there, it will be sent to others all over the WORLD...all in a matter of seconds! 

Try to imagine what it may be like in another 100 years. 
*** 

 
 

- Your help is needed. The CT Council of Car Clubs has been tracking our state government’s 
plans for future taxes. Unfortunately, there is a bill pending which could hurt car enthusiasts. At 
the end of this newsletter I have attached the explanation of what is being proposed in the senate 
bill. Accompanying the explanation is a sample letter you may use to send to your State 
Representatives recommending its defeat. Please read through this important material and take 
appropriate action.  

*** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

And in closing, a look at… 
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Back In The day 

  
 

 
 

***** 
 
 

On the following pages are: 
 

Model T Inspection Form 
 

Senate Bill Explanation 
 

Form Letter 
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Model T Inspection Checklist 
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*** 
 
 

Senate Bill Explanation 
Section 16 of the Senate Bill 843 would exempt up to the first $20,000 of the assessed value of any 
motor vehicle from local property tax. The Connecticut Council of Car Clubs (4C’s) is neither in favor 
of, nor opposed to Section 16 of Senate Bill 843.  However, Section 15 of Senate Bill proposes to 
eliminate the $500 maximum property tax assessment value on any antique, rare, or special interest 
motor vehicle.  For the purposes of local property tax assessments, proposed Senate Bill 843 would 
treat an antique motor vehicle in the same manner as all other motor vehicles in the state.  We find this 
to be unacceptable. 
  
The 4C’s is strongly opposed to Section 15 of Senate Bill 843, which is very adverse to the antique auto 
hobby.  We are asking you to take prompt action by contacting your State Representative and State 
Senator and expressing your opposition to Section 15 of Senate Bill 843.  We need your help to 
defeat this section of the bill! 
  
The following is a sample letter you may use to send to your State Representative. The following 
sample letter is provided for your information and use.  Feel free to modify the letter as you wish and 
send to you State Representative. 
  
Dave Bajumpaa 
Connecticut Council of Car Clubs 
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Sample Letter to Your Legislator: 
  
  
Dear State Senator/Representative: 
  
I am opposed to Section 15 of Senate Bill 843 that proposes to eliminate the current limit on the 
maximum assessed value of an antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle for determining local 
property tax.  In its place, an antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle would be treated in the same 
manner as all other motor vehicles in the state.  I feel that this is unacceptable for the following reasons: 
  

1.      I am an antique auto hobbyist.  I maintain modern motor vehicles that I use a primary 
transportation in addition to my antique motor vehicle(s).  I already pay my fair of local 
property tax on my modern motor vehicles, just like every other taxpayer in the state.  For the 
purposes of local property taxation, treating an antique motor vehicle as any other motor 
vehicle has the potential to unfairly increase the local property tax burden on the antique 
auto hobbyist.  I consider this to be unfair and inappropriate because: 

  
·         My antique autos are well-maintained, infrequently operated hobby cars and 
deserving of continued property tax benefits.  Other hobbies, such as artwork, antique 
furniture, stamps, coins, stamps, rare books, home theater systems, jewelry, sports 
collectibles, etc. are not currently and should not be subject to taxation.  As a hobby, 
antique autos should not be unfairly singled out for taxation. 

  
·         My antique autos provide benefits to the community that many other hobbies don’t 
provide. There are several car shows each weekend in the state throughout the late spring, 
summer, and early fall.  These car shows occur in numerous municipalities throughout the 
state, including East Hampton, Manchester, Middletown, New Britain, Norwich, 
Southbury, Stafford Springs, Stratford, and [consider adding examples of car shows that 
are in your legislator’s district here]. These car shows benefit local charities and 
organizations. These shows result in significant revenues to these charities and 
organizations.  In addition to car shows on the weekends, there are cruise nights in 
Connecticut on every weeknight throughout the late spring, summer, and early fall.  Cruise 
nights occur in many municipalities throughout the state, including East Granby, Hamden, 
New London, Westport, and [consider adding other locations in your legislator’s district 
here]) These car shows and cruise nights result in increased spending at restaurants and 
local business throughout the state, indirectly helping increase state revenues. 
 Additionally, the use of antique autos in local parades and other town functions 
throughout the state provide a positive benefit to the community. 

  
2.      Treating the taxation of an antique auto like any other motor vehicle for would cause the 
Connecticut antique auto hobbyist to reconsider whether we could afford to maintain our 
existing antique cars and/or restore additional cars.  The antique auto hobby supports an entire 
industry in the state that relies on the revenue generated by the restoration and maintenance of 
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antique vehicles. These businesses are located throughout the state, including East Windsor, 
Fairfield, Old Saybrook, Portland, Westbrook and [consider adding other locations in your 
legislator’s district here]. Section 15 of proposed Senate Bill 843 is adverse to those 
businesses that the antique auto hobby supports.  These businesses create and maintain jobs 
that are vital in these difficult economic times.  Jobs will be jeopardized if Section 15 of 
proposed Senate Bill 843 is enacted. 

  
3.      Determining the value of an antique automobile for the purposes of assessing property 
tax is an extremely difficult one that introduces significant and unique challenges for both the 
municipal property tax assessors and the antique auto hobbyist. The value of an antique vehicle 
is extremely subjective and dependent upon many factors, including condition of the vehicle. 
Determining a reasonable assessed value of an antique motor vehicle would impose an 
unwarranted burden on both the municipal property tax assessors and the antique auto 
hobbyists. 

  
I understand Section 16 of Senate Bill 843 proposes to exempt up to the first $20,000 of the assessed 
value of any motor vehicle from local property tax.  Should Section 16 of Senate Bill 843 be enacted, 
rather than eliminate the maximum assessed value on an antique, rare or special interest motor 
vehicles as currently proposed in Section 15 of Senate Bill 843, a corresponding statute change to 
exempt antique, rare or special interest motor vehicles from local property taxation should be 
enacted. 
  
I would appreciate your consideration of and feedback on this matter. 
  
  
Very Truly Yours, 
  
Your Name 
City or Town 


	Tin Lizzie Gazette

