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 Tin Lizzie Gazette 
 

Four Seasons Model T Association                                                   April 2012 Volume VIII, Issue IV 
 
 
President’s Note 
 
This past month 8 of our members attended the Lion’s Club Breakfast in Lebanon.  This is an 
annual fundraiser event which, by the way, serves an excellent breakfast.  In fact according to 
Ron Miller, “the beans are the best part!” Also, 9 members supported the Parish Hill High School 
Empty Bowl Dinner, raising funds for the Willimantic Soup Kitchen and the Helping Hands 
Program.  It’s great to see club members active in some of these charitable activities. 
 
We have a number of events coming up, so be sure to look at April’s calendar. Of special note is 
the upcoming Spring Haul of Fame Swap Meet, Plainfield.  This year FSMTA will have a spot, so 
here’s your opportunity!  If you are tired of tripping over some of your “car stuff” and want to 
see if it will sell, bring it along.  Additionally we will be selling hats, shirts, plaques, whatever else 
we may have available.  Look for Marty’s speedster on display, that’s where we’ll be! 
 
Pete 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 
 
 
  

 
Henry Ford had a special fondness for the 
"fiddle" and, as one of the wealthiest men in 
the world, could indulge his passion by 
acquiring a number of fine instruments like the 
Stradivari violin. Although--much to his 
chagrin--Ford never learned to fiddle very well, 
he would often play for hours in his private 
laboratory on one of the classical violins he 
owned. 
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- Henry Ford’s ultimate goal was to achieve total self-sufficiency by owning, operating and coordinating all the 
resources needed to produce complete automobiles. Although not 100 percent realized, I think most would agree 
he came incredibly close to fulfilling his dream. 

 
Located a few miles south of Detroit at the confluence of the Rouge and Detroit Rivers, the original Rouge 
complex was a mile-and-a-half wide and more than a mile long. The multiplex of 93 buildings totaled 15,767,708 
square feet of floor area crisscrossed by 120 miles of conveyors. 

There were ore docks, steel furnaces, coke ovens, rolling mills, glass furnaces and plate-glass rollers. Buildings 
included a tire-making plant, stamping plant, engine casting plant, frame and assembly plant, transmission plant, 
radiator plant, tool and die plant, and, at one time, even a paper mill. A massive power plant produced enough 
electricity to light a city the size of nearby Detroit, and a soybean conversion plant turned soybeans into plastic 
auto parts. 

The Rouge had its own railroad with 100 miles of track and 16 locomotives. A scheduled bus network and 15 
miles of paved roads kept everything and everyone on the move. 

It was a city without residents. At its peak in the 1930s, more than 100,000 people worked at the Rouge. To 
accommodate them required a multi-station fire department, a modern police force, a fully staffed hospital and a 
maintenance crew 5,000 strong. One new car rolled off the line every 49 seconds. Each day, workers smelted more 
than 1,500 tons of iron and made 500 tons of glass, and every month 3,500 mop heads had to be replaced to keep 
the complex clean. 
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*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 
 
 

 
 
- Heard form Ron & Fran regarding their recent Model T Tour, Crystal River Florida. Here’s 
what they had to say… 
 
We had a good trip except for a flat tire on the truck just outside FL.  We arrived mid day (Sat) 
at the Plantation INN.  After settling in we met some old friends and took a short ride to exercise 
the car.   It was very windy, about 50-60 mph, when we took the car out of the trailer and a small 
branch landed on the car roof, but it did not damage it. 
 
Sunday was our shake down day. We started with the car photo, and then headed to lunch at 
“Cracker”. After lunch w continued on to the Crystal River mall to display our cars.  Leaving the 
Mall we took a short ride to the Crystal River Archeological Site, a Pre-Columbian Ceremonial 
Indian-Mound Complex and Crystal Preserve, Eco-Walk-Trail.  Leaving here we headed back to 
the Inn to relax before the opening banquet.  Today was only 15 miles. 
 
Monday’s tour would be about 110 miles or 132 if you did the optional tours.  We started about 
8:30 with no wind heading for Bushnell.  Once there you had a choice of two optional tours, one 
to Dade County Battlefield Historic State Park or the Florida National Cemetery.  From here we 
headed to our lunch stop at Speckle Butterbeans, a buffet lunch.  After lunch we were off to 
Paquette’s Tractor Museum where we saw many restored International Harvester tractors from 
1945 -1968.  They had about 20 buffalo grazing on 60 acres. Dinner was on our own tonight. 
There would be a men’s tech night and a lady’s program later in the evening. 
 
Tuesday it was still getting warmer.  We started out again around 8:30 toward Rainbow Springs 
State Park.  This was our coffee and donut stop and the headwaters for one of Florida’s crystal 
clear rivers.  Here we could walk paths and enjoy looking at the beautiful water. Leaving the 
park we were off to lunch in Yankeetown at the Isaac Walton’s Lodge.  After lunch we headed 
back to the Inn where there was to be a swap meet in the trailer parking lot.  Tonight would be 
our ice cream social and auction.  The money from the auction goes toward the expenses for next 
years’ tour. Today’s tour was 69 miles. 
 
Wednesday would be an easier day with only 63 miles. Again we left around 8:30, heading for 
Weeki Wachee State Park. Once we arrived we had plenty of time to go around on our own. We 
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watched the Mermaid show and had a river ride. Lunch would be in the Pavilion. After lunch 
and heading back to the Inn we would have an open afternoon where we had scheduled a boat 
ride on the canals near the Inn where we saw manatees. 
 
Thursday was our last day and our shortest with only 35 miles.  We were heading to Homosassa 
Springs State Park.  We were able to spend 2-3 hours before heading back to the Inn to secure 
the car for the trip home.  Tonight was our closing banquet. 
 
The week’s weather was great.  It started out windy and cool but ended up really nice.  The 
temperature was around 80 when we left. 
 
There were 85 cars, from 1909 – 1927, representing 26 States, Canada and the UK 
 

 
 - And from Marge & Jack, a very interesting website featuring original factory car ads (yes it 
even has Ts) http://www.lov2xlr8.no/ford.html 
 
 
- Also John Walker shared a great article for the newsletter. It is a brief story entitled Grandpa’s 
Garage with some very nice cars featured. Note, there are also several links within the article, 
which you may find interesting as well. Take a look and enjoy… 
http://kansastravel.org/grandpasoldfordgarage.htm 
 
 

- And here’s an update regarding our only international FSMTA member – David King 
 
As many of you know, David majored in Japanese Language and Culture at UMASS Amherst. 
He graduated Summa cum Laude.  He then taught English in two middle schools in Japan. 
During this period he studied Naginada, which is an edged weapon on the end of a long pole. 
While in Japan, he also studied Korean and landed a job teaching English in Korea.  He has been 
doing this for two years.  
 
While in Korea, David has continued his swordsmanship studies by learning "Haidong Gumdo." 
해동검도 which translates to Eastern Sea Swordsmanship. 
 
In Korea, if you accomplish black belt in the martial art, you can apply to the police for a permit 
to carry a sword on the street.  It is similar to getting a pistol permit in this country. David 
thought this would be kind of nice so he applied and received the permit.  He then had a sword 
made.  Before accepting the sword from the sword maker there is a ritual of resting the sword. It 
must cut to the satisfaction of the owner and the master. 
 
Below is a photo of David taken during these tests. 
 
David was the first treasurer of the FSMTS being elected at the age of 12. He held the position for  

http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/pic/1999/fiddle2.wav
http://www.lov2xlr8.no/ford.html
http://kansastravel.org/grandpasoldfordgarage.htm
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many years resigning only when he left for college. He owns the 1927 green pick up that he allows 
his father to drive from time to time. 
 
David plans at least one more year in Korea before returning home to teach oriental languages 
here. 
 
 

 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(More) 
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(Have “T” tips to share, or perhaps some do’s or even don’t do’s? If so, send them along for future Newsletter publications.) 
 
 
April 16, 1912 – (per factory letter #295) front & rear hub caps, running boards and cylinder 
block to have “Made in USA” added 
 
April 21st, 1914 – Engine 500,000 built at 10AM 
 
April 2nd, 1917 – Tire prices increased 10 $12.75 for the 30X3; $16.25 for the 30X3-1/2. 
 
April 19th, 1917 – Brass hubcaps no longer available 
 
April 28th, 1917 – “Ford” being cast into many parts to stop bogus parts being sold as genuine 
 
April 17th, 1919 – One-piece Bendix cover reinstated, replacing the three-piece assembly of 
December 24th 1918 
 
April 30th, 1919 – Couplet is coupe with removable pillars. “Coupe” has solid pillars. 
 
April 10th, 1920 – Bendix cover given slots instead of 17/64” holes to facilitate installation 
 
April 26, 1921 - Bendix cover now painted black instead of zinc plated 
 
April 19th, 1926 – (letter from the Chicago branch) “The police department has called to our 
attention the fact that our license brackets obscure the license plate on all cars equipped with 
bumpers. In order that we may comply with the law our headlamps are being changed so that 
when assembled to the car, they are fastened together with a tie rod which will make the lamps 
and fenders more ridge and will change the position of the license plate so that it will not be 
covered by the bumpers.” 
 

*** 
 
 
 

(More) 
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- Tim submitted an interesting booklet (23 pages) advertising the PULLFORD. As the booklet 
states “… most tractors are expensive. The PULLFORD attachment costs very little. You can buy 
an old Ford for a very small sum. Your entire cost set up and running in the field should not 
exceed $150.”  The booklet goes on to state,  “ They (farmers) realize that the day of the horse is 
about over. Horses are too expensive… too slow. Farms have to have automotive power and since 
the PULLFORD is such an economical source of the required power, the farmers choose the 
PULLFORD.” (i.e. instead of buying a tractor) 
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And in closing, a picture from… “Back In the Day” 
 
 
 
Take note of the contraption on the right rear wheel. Any ideas?? 
 

 
- 

***** 
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